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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE PARTICIPATION IN TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 
COMMITTEE (TNC) MEETING, FEBRUARY 1 1 
REF: MANILA 1466 

1. WE ARE UNAWARE OF ANY IMPEDIMENT TO PHILIPPINE PARTI- 
CIPATION IN FEBRUARY 1 1 TNC RELATED TO ITS STATUS AS 
PROVISIONAL ACCEDER TO THE GATT OR OTHERWISE. TNC IS 
COMPRISED OF GOVERNMENTS-INCLUDING GOP-THAT HAVE 
FORMALLY INDICATED THEIR INTENTION TO NEGOTIATE. ALTHOUGH 
MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS (MTN) ARE BEING CONDUCTED 
UNDER GATT AUSPICES, THEY ARE NOT GATT NEGOTIATIONS. 
PARTICIPATION IN MTN IS INDEPENDENT OF GATT STATUS; INDEED, 
MANY MEMBERS OF TNC ARE NOT CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE 
GENERAL AGREEMENT. 
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2. DURING GATT WORKING PARTY EXAMINATION IN JUNE 1973 OF 
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PHILIPPINE APPLICATION FOR PROVISIONAL ACCESSION TOGATT, 

GOP INDICATED INTENTION TO SEEK FULL GATT CONTRACTING 
PARTY STATUS IN CONTEXT OF MTN. THIS IS ONLY 
CONNECTION WE SEE BETWEEN GATT STATUS OF PHILIPPINES AND 
MTN, BUT IT HAS NO BEARING ON PHILIPPINE ACCREDITATION IN 
TNC. IT SIMPLY MEANS THAT PHILIPPINE "ENTRANCE FEE" 
NEGOTIATIONS LEADING TO FULL GATT ACCESSION ARE EXPECTED TO 
TAKE PLACE DURING MTN. FYI: DECLARATION ON PHILIPPINE 

PROVISIONAL ACCESSION EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 1975. IF BY 
THAT TIME GOP HAS NOT CONCLUDED ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS, 

IT WOULD APPEAR POSSIBLE FOR GOP TO GAIN EXTENSION OF 
TIME LIMIT OF DECLARATION. END FYI. 

3. EMBASSY IN ITS DISCRETION MAY CONVEY CONTENTS OF 
THIS MESSAGE TO GOP. 

4. FOR GENEVA: SUGGEST YOU ASK PHILIPPINE PERMANENT 
DELEGATION WHETHER THEY HAVE ENCOUNTERED SPECIAL OBSTACLES 
RE PARTICIPATION IN TNC AND REPORT RESPONSE TO WASHINGTON 
AND MANILA. KISSINGER 
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